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REMEMBERING TARRANT COUNTY 

AFRICAN AMERICAN DOCTOR 

HON. MARC A. VEASEY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 26, 2013 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge a pillar in the Tarrant County Af-
rican American community, Dr. Marion Brooks. 

Dr. Brooks opened his doors during a time 
when racial tensions were high in America and 
in the state of Texas. His clinic located on 
Evans Avenue in Fort Worth was the first and 
only option for residents of the black commu-
nity during the 1960s. His goal was not finan-
cial gain, but to care for those who could not 
otherwise obtain medical treatment any other 
way. There were many times that Dr. Brooks 
performed medical care for free, knowing his 
patients did not have the means. 

In November 1971, Dr. Brooks went on to 
form the Sickle Cell Anemia Association of 
Texas. Sickle Cell Disease, an inherited blood 
disorder that affects red blood cells, is esti-
mated to occur in 1 in 12 African Americans. 
This was a cause that was paramount to him, 
and as a testament to his determination, the 
organization is still going strong today. 

Not only was Dr. Brooks a leader in the field 
of medicine in the state of Texas, he was also 
a formidable leader in the civil rights move-
ment. As a member of the Student Non-Vio-
lent Coordinating Committee, or SNCC, he 
fought for the political and economic equality 
of African Americans. In 1963, while Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. marched on Washington and 
delivered his ‘‘I Have a Dream Speech,’’ Dr. 
Brooks was leading a march of his own on the 
Texas governor’s mansion in Austin to fight for 
desegregation, freedom, and equality. In addi-
tion Dr. Brooks was a leader in the commu-
nity, working to provide protection for people 
in the African-American community from police 
brutality. 

Although Dr. Brooks passed in 2003 at the 
age of 83, we continue to recognize his deeds 
to the community. As an acknowledgement to 
those accomplishments, the Lenora Rolla Her-
itage Center Museum has put on the display 
the many awards, plaques, and cherished me-
mentos of Dr. Brooks. Mr. Speaker, once 
again I would like to honor a great doctor, a 
great leader, a great man, and a great Amer-
ican, Dr. Marion Brooks. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE KHOJALY 
MASSACRE 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 26, 2013 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 613 Azerbaijanis who died 
21 years ago today in the massacre at 
Khojaly. This is a time for solemn reflection, 
and I ask my colleagues to join me in remem-
bering those who lost their lives that day. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 26, 2013 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I was 
not present for roll call votes 46–47. Had I 
been able to vote, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ 
on both. 
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PASSPORT DAY IN THE USA 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 26, 2013 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, on 
Saturday, March 9, 2013, the nation will cele-
brate Passport Day in the USA. On this day, 
I would like to recognize the San Diego Pass-
port Agency for two years of dedicated service 
to San Diego and Imperial County residents. 

Since opening their doors in April 2011, the 
San Diego Passport Agency has continued to 
raise travel awareness for all San Diego and 
Imperial County communities. Thanks to their 
work, travelers who are days away from an 
international getaway with an expired passport 
can breathe a sigh of relief by getting same– 
day service. Their effort to serve all travelers, 
especially those with urgent travel plans, ex-
emplifies careful and efficient public service. 

The San Diego Passport Agency is happy to 
serve the public, and welcomes area residents 
to celebrate Passport Day by applying for or 
renewing their passports. Last year, the San 
Diego Passport Agency ranked number one in 
the region and second in the nation for appli-
cations accepted from the public. On Satur-
day, March 9, 2013, let’s make the San Diego 
Passport Agency #1 in the region and nation 
for this year’s Passport Day in the USA. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF BROWNS-
VILLE’S ANNUAL CHARRO DAYS 
FIESTA 

HON. FILEMON VELA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 26, 2013 

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the Charro Days Fiesta and commend 
the 2012 ‘‘Mr. Amigo,’’ recently chosen by the 
Mr. Amigo Association of Brownsville, TX, and 
Matamoros, Tamaulipas, in Mexico. Yáñez is 
a Mexican television and film actor whose nat-
ural style and charisma have won the hearts 
and minds of audiences across the world. 

The Mr. Amigo Award began in 1964 as an 
annual tribute to an outstanding Mexican cit-
izen who has made a lasting contribution dur-
ing the previous year to international solidarity 
and goodwill. ‘‘Mr. Amigo’’ acts as an ambas-
sador between the United States and Mexico 
and presides over the annual Charro Days Fi-
esta. 

Charro Days dates back to 1937, when the 
citizens of Brownsville organized the event in 
the midst of the Great Depression to celebrate 
the cultural heritage shared between Browns-
ville and its sister city, Matamoros, 

Tamaulipas, across the border in Mexico. The 
first Charro Days celebration featured a pa-
rade with horse-drawn floats and participants 
dressed in traditional Mexican costumes remi-
niscent of charros, or Mexican cowboys. 

From these humble beginnings, Charro 
Days has evolved into a multi-day event which 
includes dances, fiestas, a children’s parade, 
and the Grand International Parade drawing 
an estimated 50,000 participants annually from 
Texas and Mexico. 

This past Sunday, the 76th annual Charro 
Days celebration commenced with a grito, or 
celebratory yell. Later this week, the Mayor of 
Brownsville and the Mayor of Matamoros will 
meet at the Gateway International Bridge and 
extend their hands across the border to sym-
bolize the friendship between the two cities. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for the opportunity 
to honor the Charro Days Fiesta and for join-
ing me in recognizing the importance of this 
annual celebration which continues to 
strengthen the relationship between Browns-
ville and Matamoros, as well as the United 
States and Mexico. 
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ILLABOT CREEK 

HON. SUZAN K. DelBENE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 26, 2013 

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce a bill, along with Congressman LAR-
SEN, to designate part of Illabot Creek as a 
wild and scenic river. Illabot Creek is a beau-
tiful stretch of land spanning from the Glacier 
Park Wilderness to the upper Skagit River, 
falling 7,000 feet along the way, and is a crit-
ical habitat that deserves to be protected. 
Designating Illabot Creek as a Wild and Sce-
nic River ensures the preservation of signifi-
cant wild lands that are home to several 
threatened species. It also guarantees that 
people will continue to enjoy this area for 
hunting, fishing and other recreation for gen-
erations. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this bill which will ensure our natural 
resources and wildlife remain protected for fu-
ture generations to enjoy, and I thank my col-
leagues for joining me in working on this im-
portant issue. 

f 

DANGEROUS IMPACT OF 
SEQUESTRATION CUTS 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 26, 2013 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to share with my colleagues two docu-
ments that outline both the dangerous impact 
of sequestration cuts and how we could re-
place them in a way that helps, not hurts, the 
American people. 

The report, ‘‘Protecting Our Nation from Bad 
Federal Budget Choices,’’ from the Coalition 
on Human Needs, includes these key facts 
about the sequester’s impact: 

600,000 children and mothers will lose nutri-
tional aid under WIC (the Women, Infants, and 
Children program). 
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